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REVOLUTION!

Join the Revolution!
This season, the Topeka Symphony 

takes on some of history’s biggest 

moments. We will explore seismic 

cultural shifts that changed the 

world forever, in music from the 

American and French Revolutions, 

the Civil War, World War I, and the 

Cultural Revolution of China. We 

will play music that commemorates 

when revolutions were born, when  

          the old ways were thrown  

              off, and when new world  

              orders emerged amid fiery  

              passions, bloody wars,  

              and idealistic dreams.  

 Revolutions are born in all kinds of settings, and are 

led by all kinds of people. We imagine a group of idealistic  

young students sitting in a tavern in France or the New 

World. We remember a quiet but determined people 

refusing to be held down any longer in the American 

South. We hear of a monk nailing a list of ideas and 

ideals to the door on a church in Germany. These stories 

are all fascinating, full of drama and dreams and hope 

and hunger for a better world. Our music this year looks 

at these big moments in history and honors changed 

worlds and new horizons. 

 We will play the music of revolution in all its power and 

anger and hope and glory.

 Join us for a year of Revolutionary Music!

KYLE WILEY PICKETT
Music Director & Conductor

The 2017-2018 SEASON of the Topeka Symphony Orchestra



On October 31, 1517, a monk named Martin Luther nailed his 
Ninety-Five Theses to the door of All Saints’ Church in Wittenburg, 
Germany, and in so doing, set into motion the beginning of one  
of the most significant upheavals in Western religious history.  
To commemorate the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the 
Protestant Reformation, we will play Mendelssohn’s Reformation 
Symphony with its meditation on the Lutheran hymn A Mighty Fortress. 
Bach composed prolifically for the Lutheran church, so we continue 
our Reformation theme with Bach’s Brandenburg Concerto No. 3, 
and present Mozart’s haunting Piano Concerto No. 2 with pianist 
Gabriela Martinez.

BACH
MOZART
MENDELSSOHN

THE

REFORMATION
September 30, 2017
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Brandenburg Concerto No. 3

Piano Concerto No. 20 
GABRIELA MARTINEZ – PIANO

9/30

Why Buy Season Tickets?
•   Support the Symphony
  Show your support for the Topeka Symphony. Season ticket 

holders are the backbone of our organization.
• Save money
  Buying a Season Ticket package is less expensive than purchasing 

single tickets.
• Senior and Student Discount
  Senior subscribers (65 or over) and Students (age 6-18 and  

full-time college students) save even more.
• Create your own season
  Design your own season by selecting three or more concerts.
• More savings
  The more concerts you select the more you save.
• Additional discount
  Receive a 10% discount on single tickets for any subscription 

concert all season long.
• Seating Priority
  Season Ticket holders have the first choice of seats at White 

Concert Hall.
• Keep your seat
  Keep the same seats for the entire season and future seasons 

if you like.

REVOLUTION!
2017-2018 SEASON

Symphony No. 5
Reformation 



As a very special treat this holiday season, 
the Topeka Symphony is delighted to present  
the enchanting animated short film “The  
Snowman.” This charming Academy  
Award Nominee for Animated  
Short Film based on Raymond  
Briggs’s picture book shows a young  
boy’s snowman coming to life and  
swirling him off on a magical  
adventure to the North Pole.  
We will also welcome  
the Topeka Symphony
Youth Orchestra for a  
side-by-side perform- 
ance with the TSO,  
and, of course, we’ll  
finish with our annual  
sing-along.

BLAKE
SIDE-BY-SIDE
OTHER HOLIDAY FAVORITES

with the Topeka Symphony 
Youth Orchestra

The Snowman 
WITH THE ACADEMY AWARD-NOMINATED FILM

12/13

CAPITOL FEDERAL
®

 

HOLIDAY  

CONCERT
December 13, 2017

The First World War ended officially 
at the eleventh hour, on the eleventh  
day, of the eleventh month of 1918. 
On this 99th anniversary of Armistice 
Day, we present a concert honoring 
the history of World War I. Our eve-
ning will be a night of music and  
reflection to commemorate both 
the victims and the survivors of the  
Great War, and will include readings  
of correspondence between Kansas 
soldiers and their families during 
the War. The concert will be a moving 
tribute to the battles we fought one 
hundred years ago in one of the 
bloodiest wars the world has seen.

MUSIC TO  
HONOR VETERANS

POPS
POPS

11/4

VETERANS
 CONCERT
November 4, 2017

© Snowman Enterprises Limited 
“The Snowman” by Raymond Briggs is published by Puffin

image © Snowman Enterprises Ltd

www.thesnowman.com
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GERSHWIN
SPIRITUALS
STILL Afro-American  

Symphony

AFRICAN- 
AMERICAN 
HERITAGE
February 10, 2018

WITH TODD PAYNE – BARITONE

Porgy and Bess:  
A Symphonic Picture

In honor of Black History Month, the Topeka Symphony 
is excited to present the Afro-American Symphony by 
William Grant Still. Still was the first African-American 
to have a symphony performed by a major symphony 
orchestra and the first to conduct a major orchestra.  
In the Afro-American Symphony, Still combines blues, 
jazz, and spirituals into a traditional classical form, 
and it is instantly appealing and fresh. We will also 
play Gershwin’s jazzy Porgy and Bess, and welcome 
Todd Payne back to our stage to sing spirituals and 
present his very moving interpretation of Martin Luther 
King, Jr.’s, I Have a Dream speech. 

Composer Johannes Brahms struggled 
mightily to write his first symphony, living 
in the shadow cast by the legacy of 
Beethoven. Brahms finally triumphed, 
after ten years and countless attempts, 
and within a year of its first performance 
his First Symphony was hailed as  
“Beethoven’s Tenth Symphony.” We 
perform this triumph of the Romantic 
Era, along with a triumph of the modern 
musical world, Korngold’s beautifully 
romantic Violin Concerto featuring the 
spectacular Elena Urioste.

KORNGOLD
BRAHMS Symphony No. 1

Violin Concerto 
ELENA URIOSTE – VIOLIN

1/13

ROMANTIC 
REVOLUTION January 13,  

2018

Elena
Urioste
violin



Suite from Hamilton

Phantom of the Opera Selections

West Side Story Selections

Selections from Les Miserables

Pinball Wizard from  
The Who’s Tommy

Medley from Jesus Christ Superstar

BROADWAY 
REVOLUTION May 5, 2018

5/5

Miranda
Webber
Bernstein
Webber
Schönberg
Townshend

Come hear the songs that revolutionized  

the modern musical with a night of  

contemporary Broadway favorites, including 

Jesus Christ Superstar, The Who’s Tommy, 

Les Miserables, Phantom of the Opera,  

and even the new smash hit  

Hamilton.  Don’t miss your shot  

to hear the final night of our  

revolutionary season!

What happens after the 
upheaval of a revolution? For 
Chinese-American composer 
Zhou Long, the end of the 
restrictive Cultural Revolution 
marked the beginning of his 
artistic career.  And after 
watching Napoleon crown  
himself emperor and crush the 
revolutionary ideals of liberty 
and fraternity, Beethoven had 
to dig deep to find light in his 
despair.  At this concert, we 
hear the music of new worlds 
taking shape, rising up after 
bloody and frightening upheaval, 
re-establishing their foundation 
and reaching for the future.

ZHOU LONG
BEETHOVEN Symphony No. 3 – Eroica

The Deep, Deep Sea 
HANNAH PORTER OCCEÑA – FLUTE

AFTER THE 

REVOLUTION
April 14, 
2018

4/14
Hannah

Porter
Occeña

flute

POPS



Symphony Suppers
Enjoy a pre-concert dinner with your friends on 

Sept. 30, Nov. 4, Jan. 13, Feb. 10, Apr. 14, and 

May 5. Maestro Pickett will present “Concert 

Conversations” at 6:30 pm.

Washburn’s Bradbury Thompson Alumni Center
Please arrive for dinner by 5:30 p.m.
Seating for the Concert Conversations begins at 6:15 p.m.

$25.00 per person  
For reservations or more information, contact the Symphony  
office at 232-2032 or visit www.topekasymphony.org

Guys 
and  

Dolls
29th ANNUAL  

TOPEKA SYMPHONY LEAGUE GALA
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2018

785-232-2032

in the Lofts at  
718 Kansas Avenue

FRUGAL HOUSE   
showcases lofts decorated 
with re-purposed, up-cycled 
furniture and accessories. 
Almost everything will be for 
sale at affordable prices.

PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE  
TOPEKA SYMPHONY AND  
YOUTH ENSEMBLES

October 20-22, 2017



NAME  ___________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________

CITY ______________________________  STATE ________________ ZIP ____________________

E-MAIL ___________________________________________________________________________

PHONE (DAY) ___________________________PHONE (EVENING) _________________________

 CHECK ENCLOSED               

 CREDIT CARD:     VISA     MASTERCARD    AMERICAN EXPRESS    DISCOVER

CARD NO.  _______________________________________________  EXP. DATE  _____________

Seating Preferences (based on 2016-2017 seating):

  I’d like to “Hold on to my Seat!” (Must renew by July 31, 2017 to retain your seat)

 I’ll call the TSO office (785-232-2032) to discuss my seating options! 

 Please assign best available seating based on the seat location I chose! 

mail to:  
The Topeka Symphony Society  
PO Box 2206, Topeka, KS 66601-2206

Please select your concert choices by checking three to seven concerts:

                                                                                                                         * *White Concert Hall

  Section  # of Seats Price Per Seat 
  (ex: Floor II)

 Adult _______ ________ x ________ = $_________

 Sr. Citizen _______ ________ x ________ = $_________

 Full-Time Student _______ ________ x ________ = $_________

 Flex Pass (4 Admissions)     ________ x $124 = $_________

   Handling Charge             $ 5.00

   Subtotal = $_________

   9.15% Sales Tax = $_________

   TOTAL = $_________

  Sept. 30, 2017, 7:30 pm, WCH**  

  Nov. 4, 2017, 7:30 pm, WCH

  Dec. 13, 2017, 7:30 pm, WCH

  Jan. 13, 2018, 7:30 pm, WCH

  Feb. 10, 2018, 7:30 pm, WCH

  April 14, 2018, 7:30 pm, WCH

  May 5, 2018, 7:30 pm, WCH     

   I’m a new subscriber  
taking advantage of the  
25% savings offer.
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The Topeka Symphony is grateful to Washburn 
University for use of rehearsal and performance 

space during the 2017-2018 Season.

season ticket prices*

   # OF CONCERTS 7 6 5 4 3

ADULT

   Flr I / Balc I (Rows F-Q / AA-EE) $211 $183 $154 $125 $96
   Flr II / Balc II (Rows B-E / FF-JJ) $176 $153 $129 $105 $81

SENIOR CITIZEN (65 or over)

   Flr I / Balc I (Rows F-Q / AA-EE) $204 $177 $149 $121 $93
   Flr II / Balc II (Rows B-E / FF-JJ) $169 $147 $124 $101 $78

FULL-TIME STUDENT

   Flr I / Balc I (Rows F-Q / AA-EE) $114 $99 $84 $69 $54
   Flr II / Balc II (Rows B-E / FF-JJ) $96 $84 $72 $59 $47

single ticket prices* (not eligible for 25% savings)  
Price based on location—see seating chart. Single tickets for all concerts go on sale  
September 1, 2017. A handling fee of $5.00 will be applied to all ticket orders.

 Floor I/Balcony I Floor II/Balcony II

Adult/Senior Citizen $36 $31 

Full-Time Students (half price) $18 $15.50 

flex pass* (four admissions) $124 (not eligible for 25% savings)

Can’t commit to concert dates in advance? Get a Flex Pass! The Flex Pass is good for four 
admissions, best seats available 30 days in advance, to any Topeka Symphony Orchestra 
subscription concert. You may use the four admissions any way you choose: bring four 
people to one concert, or two people to two concerts, etc.

* Prices do not include taxes

ALL CONCERTS are held at 7:30 pm  
in White Concert Hall on the Washburn  
University campus, 17th and Jewell  
in Topeka, Kansas.

PLEASE NOTE:
Programs and artists are subject to 
change. All sales are final. Tickets are 
non-refundable.

NEW THIS YEAR:

ONLINE TICKET SALES
Visit our website for details at  
www.topekasymphony.org

WHITE CONCERT HALL 
STAGE

FLOOR II

FLOOR I

BALCONY I

BALCONY II

NEW THIS YEAR: YOU CAN ORDER TICKETS ONLINE
www.topekasymphony.org


